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But there are other features about this work which will stamp it 
as one of unusual excellence. The style is terse and clear throughout. 
The illustrations are good and abundant, and there is a bibliographic 
index which might well be called “ The Index Medicus” for neurolo¬ 
gists. We realize the stupendous labor bestowed upon the preparation 
of this work, and it is evidently planned and executed with the utmost 
deliberation. We rejoice heartily in the publication of this treatise, 
which will be not only a lasting credit to its author, but will help to 
place the study of nervous diseases upon a higher plane. We shall 
await anxiously the appearance of the second volume. 

B. Sachs. 

The Bulletin of the Ohio Hospitai, for Epileptics. Gallipolis, 

Ohio, January, 1898. 

To Ohio belongs the credit of having been the first State in the 
Union to establish a special hospital for epileptics. The management 
shows a progressive spirit in attempting, over and above the mere care 
and treatment of the inmates, to conjoin with the good work done 
there scientific investigation as to the causes of epilepsy. It must be 
through long-continued effort of pathological chemists in well-equip¬ 
ped laboratories that important discoveries will be made, which some 
day will elucidate the problems of epilepsy and indicate better means of 
cure than we now possess. We are glad to see that the Ohio institu¬ 
tion is fully alive to the opportunities afforded it by the vast material 
at its disposition. The work of the special pathologist, Dr. Ohlmacher, 
as presented in this Bulletin, is to be commended for thoroughness and 
precision. The first forty pages are taken up with the minute details of 
autopsies upon six patients. He paid especial attention to the condi¬ 
tion of the thymus gland in these cases, finding four instances of per¬ 
sistent or enlarged thymus,and makes the relationof thymic hyperplasia 
to epilepsy the subject of a second article in the same number of the 
Bulletin. In his conclusions Dr. Ohlmacher says that these morpho¬ 
logical anomalies of the thymus observed in his cases of epilepsy, and 
which have also been noted in thymic asthma, thymic sudden death 
and possibly exophthalmic goitre, will be found to have something 
more than an accidental relation. We trust that he will continue his 
researches in this direction, and that others engaged in similar work 
will follow up the new clue in the attempt to unravel the secrets of this 
obscure condition. 

Dr. Rutter, the superintendent, devotes a few pages of the Bulletin 
to “Colony Care of the Epileptic.” We are afraid that from the first 
the management of the Gallipolis institution has not kept in mind the 
true Colony system. Beginning with but 125 acres of land there have 
been added only 125 acres since—an acreage too small for the number 
of patients already in the hospital. The plan adopted was originally 
that of a pavilion-asylum—not a colony at all. It consisted of stone 
buildings, each for fifty patients, symmetrically arranged about an ad¬ 
ministration building and connected by tunnels with central power 
house, kitchen and bakery, and flanked by two congregate dining 
rooms, one for each sex. The group was planned for 1,000 patients. 
While there has been some modification of the original plan, Dr. Rut¬ 
ter’s description reads as follows: 

“The buildings will then consist of eleven residence cottages with 
from fifty to seventy-six beds each; one laundry-coHoge for seventy-five 
resident patients; one cottage for the insane with a capacity of two hun¬ 
dred,” etc. 

The italicization of the word “cottage” by the reviewer is merely 
to indicate an apparently wrong use of the word. Surely one cannot 
designate as cottages buildings accommodating from fifty to two hun- 
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dred patients! The same misinterpretation of the meaning of cottage 
is evident in the misconception of the term colony by Dr Rutter. The 
Ohio institution is not a colony. It is a special hospital for epileptics, 
on the pavilion plan, and seems to present none of the features which 
distinguish Bielefeld and the institution at Sonyea, N. Y., as colonies 
in the true sense of the term. The Gallipolis Hospital for Epileptics 
does not differ essentially from the asylums at Toledo or Ogdensburg 
as regards structural arrangement. We emphasize this matter because 
there is a vast difference between an asylum or pavilion-hospital and a 
village-community or colony. We emphasize it not with a spirit of 
carping criticism, but with the hope that the management of the Ohio 
institution may yet be able to modify the scheme of its development in 
accordance with the ideals of the colony system. F. Petersen. 
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